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and visiting-cards to the palace of the Imperial Tutor. His
Eminence was still at the Court, but officers and people
flocked like bees outside his palace. Hsia and Hsi-m£n Ch'ing
had great difficulty in forcing their way through the crowd.
They made a present to the gatekeeper, and their cards were
taken in.
Chai came out to greet them and took them to his own house.
Magistrate Hsia saluted him and Hsi-men Ch'ing greeted
him. They sat down. Hsia presented his list of gifts. He
offered two rolls of golden satin, two rolls of figured satin to
the Imperial Tutor and ten taels of silver to Chai. Hsi-men
Ch'ing had brought a roll of scarlet silk with embroidered
dragons, a roll of black silk, also embroidered, and two rolls
of official silk for the Imperial Tutor. To Chai he offered j
roll of dark green velvet and thirty taels of silver.
Chai told the servants to take the presents for the Imperia
Tutor to his palace5 and to inscribe their names in the visitors
book. He accepted the velvet which Hsi-m£n Ch'ing hac
brought for him, but would not take the silver from either o
them.
"It would not be right," he said. "If I took mpney from you
it would look as though we were not good friends."
He told a servant to prepare a meal for them, "To-day,;
he said, "his Majesty has set the finishing touch to the buildin
he began at the behest of Heaven, and the title is being se
up. His Eminence is presiding over the sacrifice. He will not
be able to get away before the afternoon. When he comes
back, he is going with Li Pang-yen to a party at the palace
of the Chengs, who are connected with the Imperial House-
hold. I doubt whether you will care to wait so long, and your
other business may be delayed.  Do  not wait.  When his
Eminence is at liberty, I will speak to him for you. That will
be just as good as if you saw him yourselves/'
"It is extremely kind of you, kinsman," Hsi-m£n Ch'ing said.
Chai asked Hsi-mSn where he was staying. Hsi-mSn told
him he was with Hsia at Secretary Ts'ui's house.
The meal was now ready. There were a great many dishes,
prepared in the manner of the court and served in huge plates
and dishes. The food was delicious. When Hsi-mSn and his
colleague had drunk three cups of wine they rose and pre-r

